CASE STUDIES

Which activities did you use?
Module 1:
 short presentation of SCIFUN project (aims, objectives, partners,
outputs)
 a presentation of the online version of the Toolkit , with accent on
how the teacher use it and on sample of cross-curricular units
 the preparation for module 2 (on-line) - how to log in and use the eplatform
 group-work and discussion
Module 2:
 All participants used the e-learning platform, browsed the Toolkit,
created discussion forum where commented the Cross-Curricular
units and offered feed back by sending questionnaires to the teacher.
Module 3:
 presentation of 2 cross-curricular lessons, each containing 3 units
from the toolkit and discussion about their applicability in the
classroom
 group-work in order to develop and present their ideas into 1 crosscurricular unit; feedback from other trainees
 Final comments

What needs to be revised or improved?
How did teachers respond to the activities?
The teachers actively participated in all the activities from the
modules, showing interest for the topics addressed, especially the
current situation of Science Education in Europe (interest of students
and adults concerning science, curriculum mapping, differences
between countries).

They considered that is nothing necessary to be revised or
improved as we can see from their comments in the evaluation
questionnaires for the workshop:

The use of different type of courses (face to face or on line)
was a much appreciated idea; part of trainees was for the first time
implicated in an on-line course and the beginning of module 2 was a
bit slow. Then, all participants did well on e-learning platform.

“Sensitive aspects of Science have been presented, precisely
establishing strengths and weaknesses”. V.C

In the end of the course the participants expressed their
intention to participate again in another training session to learn more
on how to use e-learning platform in their teaching activities. The
online activities seem to be a very attractive issue for them.

What suggestions did the teachers make?

In Module 1, discussion on the current situation of Science
Education in Europe worked very good, participants proving a
correct perception of the subject. The topic generated intense
dialogs, participants accorded a special importance to this subject.

The teacher participated to SCIFUN module training did the
following suggestions:

- discovering and understanding the online version of the
ToolKit appreciated as a very useful instrument in modern
teaching.
- making proposal for improvement of the lessons
presented seems to be a real challenge.
During the module 3, the most activities worked well, but
the group work was appreciated. This permitted the collaboration
between teachers from different disciplines (Biology, Chemistry,
Physics) and different schools (rural or urban).
The design of the cross-curricular units utilizing the
recommendations and guidelines from Toolkit and the improving
of their units based on the feedback from the other trainees (after
presentation) was one of the best moment of the course.

“The course is very well structured, with many useful
information and many models and situations”, D.M

“The e-learning platform is very intuitive which makes it easy
to use even for beginner users with minimal IT skills”, A.M

What resources would be of benefit?

Which Activities worked best, and why?

Among activities of Module 2, the individual work,
consisting in:

Participants had a very good opinion about the manner how
course was organized, regarding topics, activities, duration.



Participants consider that is necessary to adapt the national
curricula to an interdisciplinary approach:

“An interdisciplinary approach to learning units would
amplify the understanding of phenomena but cannot be done
successfully without a reform of the current programs”, D. Ma


All the participans responded:

-

Collection of Best Practices for making learning science
education fun

-

Guidelines and ideas for designing learning activities

-

Recommendations for utilising comics, mobile devices, digital
storytelling, and social media

-

Sample Cross-Curricular Units

Everyone agrees that using new technologies becomes
compulsory in modern teaching process:

“The curriculum should be focused on activities involving the
use of ICT.” L.I
“It is appropriate to use digital literacy tools (eg A.L.E.X.
application)”. L.O
“Every teacher should have at least minimum IT skills”. A.R

What advice would they give to other teachers working with
SciFun?
New educational technologies help teachers to improve learning in science and make
learning science fun and attractive, allowing for a better understanding of the concepts.
SciFun Toolkit is a good instrument, easy to use, with sample Cross-Curricular units
and digital literacy tools from different country, suitable for design learning activities.
The use of e-Tools, mobile devices and comics is highly recommended in Science
teaching, but imply basic ICT knowledge (both for teacher and for student), digital resources,
network connection and time to prepare the lessons. Moreover, is necessary to supervise the
students all the time when they use computer.

