CASE STUDIES -LMETB

Which activities did you use?
In our teacher workshops we use a blended approach. We
used the presentations and the group-work activities we also
looked at some You-tube clips, All the teachers enjoyed using
Kahoot and working on the Swot Analysis of the crosscurricular unit. They enjoyed creating their own Units. In
Module 2 module two they all logged in and used the online
platform. Everyone got involved in a lengthy discussion on the
usefulness of the Toolkit in their classrooms. The was real
interest in the integration and team teaching and all agreed
that this helped to reinforce a real-life connection and
understanding of science subjects.

What needs to be revised or improved?
How did teachers respond to the activities?
All the teachers were very interested in the project and all
teachers love to get new resources and toolkits. They also liked
the idea of the cross-curricular units and integrated teaching.
Everyone though the lesson plans were of a high standard and
easily accessible. The idea of team teaching across subjects is
quite popular at the moment.

“The website was very easy to access and the instruction to do
so were step by step which mean the process was relative easy.
The content was very user friendly and it would be very
beneficial to any teacher.” R.P.

The teachers felt the training was too short as there was so
much material available and they enjoyed networking with
teachers from different sectors of education. The timing was
also mentioned as the begging and end of the school year are
the busiest. The school curriculum for science education is
being changed now and teachers are required to attend so
many training workshops now but they said by far this one was
the most fun. They also said it was hard to experiment with
new lessons when the curriculum has very strict guidelines.
They Primary school teachers had much more flexibility in what
they could do and said it worked for their classes.

What resources would be of benefit?

Which Activities worked best, and why?

What suggestions did the teachers make?

All teachers were very interested in the National reports from
Ireland and the other partner countries. They were
interested in all parts of the project: Making Learning
Science Engaging and Fun, Digital Literacy Tools,
Guidelines & Ideas for Designing Learning Activities and the
Sample Cross-Curricular Units.

All the teachers mentioned that with all subjects but
especially science relating the topic to everyday life is very
important for engaging students and increasing their interest.
They all commented on the design of the web-site and the
toolkit and felt it was useful and of a very high standard.

“You can never have enough digital tools to keep young
people engaged “M.C.
“We love team teaching in our school and are very excited
with the idea of integrating Art, Music SPHE and Science”
A.C.
“We can see us using the toolkit as a team” Teachers
N.E.T.N.S.
“Blended learning and active teaching is the only way to
keep young people engaged” L.W.
.

Teachers said that all resources were useful and usable. They liked the
lesson plans and found the integration between subjects easy to follow.
The ICT tools were the favourite among all especially the interactive
ones.
Some teachers loved the idea of using smart phones for resources like
Kahoot and but others where completely against it.
“It is our job to engage young people and the more tools we have to
help us do this the better” P.D.

“As a teacher I like using different activities and it makes teaching
actually easier if the student is more engaged and having fun” M.C.

“More use of ICT, interactive whiteboard and the use of film and
music to teach lessons you can never have enough” R.P.

What advice would they give to other teachers working with
SciFun?
The teachers said they would recommend Scifun to their colleagues. Their advice would be to
take your time to explore all the research, IT tools and toolkit. They suggest it could be used as
in-service training and put a lot of importance on the guidelines for developing your own set of
integrated lessons.
“This is a useful resource that can be adapted and developed to suit any school or education
center I would have no problem recommending it to other teachers. We will use in it in Educate
Together Navan” N.E.T.N.S Staff

